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COURSE DESCRIPTION: Students will study both classic and contemporary texts in ELA 9.             
Students will analyze how authors structure text and how authors develop complex characters. There              
will be a strong emphasis on reading closely, annotating text, responding to text-dependent questions,              
and developing academic vocabulary in context. Students will also make and support evidence-based             
claims to hone critical reading, writing, and analytical skills emphasized in the Common Core.               
Additionally, students will employ research skills and the use of proper MLA citations to support               
evidence-based claims. Writing assignments are frequent and varied, relying on both original thought             
and textual analysis. Students will be expected to engage in class discussions and participate in group                
activities throughout the year.  
 
 
EXPECTATIONS: You are expected to abide by all school rules, complete assignments on time,              
maintain attendance and participation in class discussion and activities, treat others with respect, and              
commit to success. With regard to cell phones and other electronics, it is expected that when you enter                  
the classroom, you silence them and put them away. If we are working on a project where cell                  
phones/electronics will be helpful, we will tell you and allow you to use them at that time. 
 
 
SUPPLIES: The following materials should be brought to class every day: 

●3 ring binder with looseleaf paper and previous handouts 
●Writing utensils (pen, pencil, highlighter) 

 
 
GRADING: Points will be distributed for each assignment according to its weight in the course.               
Evaluation includes a variety of tasks (e.g., written assignments, essays, projects, quizzes, tests,             
individual in-class work, and group in-class work). 
 
 
ABSENCES: Upon return from a legal absence (illness, field trip, music lesson, etc.), it is your                
responsibility to check with us for missed assignments. In the case of a short-term project, the new                 
due date for the assignment will depend on the length of the legal absence and when the assignment                  
was first given. In the case of a long-term project, the project is due on the first day that you return to                      
school. Note: An illegal absence will automatically result in you receiving a zero for any missed work,                 
including quizzes and tests. 
 
 
LATE WORK: All work is due at the beginning of class on the due date. Except in the case of an                     
excused absence, we will generally not accept late work. In the rare event that you have an                 
extenuating circumstance that merits acceptance of late work, expect that work to be penalized by loss                
of points. Once we have reviewed the answers, late work will not be accepted. You are not allowed to                   
turn in bulk work at the end of the quarter.  
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STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING: 

I have read the ELA 9 Course Outline and I understand it. 

 

Student Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature: ____________________________________________ 
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